Table 3 Hazard ratio (95% confidence interval) foe all-cause mortality across groups of AG level.
	Anion Gap max
	Model 1
	
	Model 2
	
	Model 3
	
	Matched Cohort

	
	HR (95% CIs)
	P value
	
	HR (95% CIs)
	P value
	
	HR (95% CIs)
	P value
	
	HR (95% CIs)
	P value

	1-year mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<17 mmol/L
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	

	≥17 mmol/L
	5.140 (3.841, 6.879)
	<0.001
	
	4.916 (3.669, 6.586)
	<0.001
	
	2.309 (1.672, 3.187)
	<0.001
	
	2.010 (1.359, 2.972)
	<0.001

	2-year mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<17 mmol/L
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	

	≥17 mmol/L
	3.659 (2.904, 4.611)
	<0.001
	
	3.529 (2.798, 4.451)
	<0.001
	
	1.813 (1.401, 2.346)
	<0.001
	
	1.614 (1.182, 2.205)
	0.003

	3-year mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<17 mmol/L
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	

	≥17 mmol/L
	3.331 (2.726, 4.069)
	<0.001
	
	3.212 (2.627, 3.928)
	<0.001
	
	1.667 (1.341, 2.097)
	<0.001
	
	1.455 (1.116, 1.896)
	0.006

	4-year mortality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	<17 mmol/L
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	
	
	1.0 (reference)
	

	≥17 mmol/L
	3.209 (2.685, 3.836)
	<0.001
	
	3.104 (2.595, 3.714)
	<0.001
	
	1.710 (1.401, 2.087)
	<0.001
	
	1.521 (1.197, 1.933)
	<0.001


Models 1, 2 and 3 were derived from Cox proportional hazards regression models: model 1 was adjusted for nothing; model 2 was adjusted for age, sex and BMI; model 3 was adjusted for age, sex, BMI, chronic pulmonary disease, hyperlipidemia, HF, hemoglobin, BUN, chloride, SOFA score, APS III score, ECMO, IABP and AKI.
AG: anion gap; HR: hazard ratio; CI: confidence interval; BMI: body mass index; HF: heart failure; BUN: blood urea nitrogen; SOFA: sequential organ failure assessment; APS III: acute physiology score III; ECMO: extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, IABP: intra-aortic balloon pump; AKI: acute kidney injury.
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