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[bookmark: _Hlk117516321]FIGURE 5 Forest plot for the standardized mean difference of the bacterial richness among individuals with and without asthma. The grey square represents the weight of each study, the center represents the standardised mean difference (SMD), and the length of each line around the point represents its 95% confidence interval (95% CI). The summary pooled estimate (result of the meta-analysis) is represented by a grey lozenge at the bottom of the graph. The results of the studies conducted by Abrahamsson et al. 17 and Toivonen et al. 18 correspond to bacterial richness assessed at 12 months of age (Figures 11S and 12S correspond to assessments at 1 week and 1 month of age (Abrahamsson et al. 17), and at 2 and 24 months of age (Toivonen et al. 18), respectively). The results of the study conducted by Lee et al. 19 corresponds to bacterial richness assessed among young adults (Figure 13S corresponds to assessments among elderly).
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