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Editor-in-Chief

International Journal of Clinical Practice

Dear Editor:
I wish to submit an Original Research article for publication in International Journal of Clinical Practice, titled “Adjunctive Dexmedetomidine Infusion in Open Living Donor Hepatectomy: A Way to Enhance Postoperative Analgesia and Recovery.” The paper was coauthored by Wei-Cheng Tseng, Wei-Lin Lin, Hou-Chuan Lai, Teng-Wei Chen, Yu-Chen Chiu, and Pin-Hsuan Chen. 
Advanced strategies should be used to enhance perioperative analgesia and postoperative recovery in patients undergoing open living donor hepatectomy (OLDH), which is an intensely painful procedure. Enhanced recovery after surgery protocols should incorporate multimodal analgesic strategies that minimize opioid use and optimize analgesia to avoid negative effects. Perioperative dexmedetomidine (DEX) administration in adults has been associated with reduced postoperative pain intensity and opioid consumption. There are many studies on the perioperative effects of adjunctive DEX in different surgical settings; however, no studies have investigated the influence of DEX administration in OLDH. Therefore, this study firstly aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of intraoperative DEX for postoperative analgesia and recovery after OLDH. Secondly, we observed the impact of DEX on anesthetic requirements, hemodynamic parameters, and adverse events during OLDH. We found that, compared with placebo, intraoperative infusion of DEX resulted in decreased pain intensity, reduced opioid demand, and faster bowel movement after OLDH. Additionally, it reduced anesthetic requirements, blood loss, and procedure-induced hemodynamic responses during surgery.
Further, we believe that this paper will be of interest to the readership of your journal because we demonstrate that intraoperative DEX infusion can play a crucial role in enhancing postoperative analgesia and recovery for patients undergoing OLDH.
This manuscript has not been published or presented elsewhere in part or in entirety and is not under consideration by another journal. All study participants provided informed consent, and the study design was approved by the appropriate ethics review board. We have read and understood your journal’s policies, and we believe that neither the manuscript nor the study violates any of these. There are no conflicts of interest to declare.

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Zhi-Fu Wu, M.D., Department of Anesthesiology, Chi Mei Medical Center
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