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Abstract

AIM Levetiracetam is a widely used anti-epileptic in the critical care setting that is almost exclusively (>90%) renally excreted.

A significant number of critically unwell patients develop renal failure requiring haemofiltration. This paper investigates the

pharmacokinetics of levetiracetam in such patients and the implications on dosing strategies. METHODS A systematic review

of the available literature from 2000 was conducted. 7 articles were identified for inclusion from 54 records. A novel hybrid

model was used to evaluate the quality of pharmacokinetic and haemofiltration data. Simulations were performed using pooled

pharmacokinetic data to evaluate various dosing strategies. RESULTS Total clearance was 3.49 – 4.63L/hr (mean 3.55, S.D.

0.52). Elimination half-life was 5.66 – 12.88 hours (mean 9.41, S.D. 2.86). Volume of distribution was 0.45 – 0.73 L/kg.

Levetiracetam clearance from CRRT was 52 – 73% (mean 54.7%, S.D. 13.5). At 72 hours, a significant proportion of simulated

patients who received the recommended dose of levetiracetam demonstrated sub-therapeutic drug concentrations. Conversely,

the majority who received a standard loading dose (60mg/kg) and twice daily doses in excess of 750mg demonstrated more

consistent therapeutic drug concentrations. CONCLUSION Levetiracetam clearance in haemofiltration is similar to healthy

adults with normal renal function. The current recommendation to dose as in CKD Stage 3b is likely to result in sub-therapeutic

drug concentrations in a high number of patients. A twice daily dosing of 500 – 1,000 mg with an initial loading dose of 60mg/kg

should be considered in such patients alongside therapeutic drug monitoring.

Submission Title

A systematic review of the effect of continuous
renal replacement therapy on levetiracetam
pharmacokinetics in critically ill patients. Do
recommended doses achieve therapeutic drug
concentrations?

Lead Authors Dr James Sweatman (Royal Free London NHS
Foundation Trust) Ms Sarraa Al-Mahdi (London
North West University Healthcare NHS Trust)

Second Authors Dr Dagan O Lonsdale (St. George’s University
London, St. George’s University Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust)

1



P
os

te
d

on
26

J
u
l

20
23

—
T

h
e

co
p
y
ri

gh
t

h
ol

d
er

is
th

e
au

th
or

/f
u
n
d
er

.
A

ll
ri

gh
ts

re
se

rv
ed

.
N

o
re

u
se

w
it

h
ou

t
p

er
m

is
si

on
.

—
h
tt

p
s:

//
d
oi

.o
rg

/1
0.

22
54

1/
au

.1
69

03
42

32
.2

15
42

05
3/

v
1

—
T

h
is

a
p
re

p
ri

n
t

an
d

h
a
s

n
o
t

b
ee

n
p

ee
r

re
v
ie

w
ed

.
D

a
ta

m
ay

b
e

p
re

li
m

in
a
ry

.

Submission Title

A systematic review of the effect of continuous
renal replacement therapy on levetiracetam
pharmacokinetics in critically ill patients. Do
recommended doses achieve therapeutic drug
concentrations?

Third Authors Dr Susannah Leaver (St. George’s University
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust) Professor
Andrew Rhodes (St. George’s University Hospitals
NHS Foundation Trust)

Corresponding Author Dr Dagan O Lonsdale dlonsdal@sgul.ac.uk
Author Contribution Statement J.S. and S.A-M. developed the protocol for the

presented research. J.S., S.A-M. and D.L.
participated in data collection and analysis. D.L.
performed the simulated modelling. S.L. and A.R.
verified the analytical methods. All authors
discussed the results and contributed to the final
manuscript.

Keywords Levetiracetam, Keppra, continuous renal
replacement therapy, renal replacement therapy,
haemodialysis, haemofiltration, pharmacokinetics,
PKPD, PK.

Word Count ABSTRACT 240 words MAIN TEXT 3,212 words
Table Count 4
Figure Count 5
Ethics & Integrity Statement Funding was received from the St. George’s

Hospital Charity and had no impact on the
authors’ independence or execution of the research.
The authors declare no conflicts of interest in this
work. No ethics or patient consent approval were
required for this review article. Our protocol was
registered on PROSPERO (CRD42022300754)
prior to the commencement of the research. No
materials within this paper were reproduced from
other works. All figures and diagrams are original
to this paper.

Data Availability Statement The data that support the findings of this study
are available from the corresponding author upon
reasonable request.

ABSTRACT

AIM

Levetiracetam is a widely used anti-epileptic in the critical care setting that is almost exclusively (>90%)
renally excreted. A significant number of critically unwell patients develop renal failure requiring haemofil-
tration. This paper investigates the pharmacokinetics of levetiracetam in such patients and the implications
on dosing strategies.

METHODS

A systematic review of the available literature from 2000 was conducted. 7 articles were identified for
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inclusion from 54 records. A novel hybrid model was used to evaluate the quality of pharmacokinetic and
haemofiltration data. Simulations were performed using pooled pharmacokinetic data to evaluate various
dosing strategies.

RESULTS

Total clearance was 3.49 – 4.63L/hr (mean 3.55, S.D. 0.52). Elimination half-life was 5.66 – 12.88 hours (mean
9.41, S.D. 2.86). Volume of distribution was 0.45 – 0.73 L/kg. Levetiracetam clearance from CRRT was 52
– 73% (mean 54.7%, S.D. 13.5). At 72 hours, a significant proportion of simulated patients who received
the recommended dose of levetiracetam demonstrated sub-therapeutic drug concentrations. Conversely,
the majority who received a standard loading dose (60mg/kg) and twice daily doses in excess of 750mg
demonstrated more consistent therapeutic drug concentrations.

CONCLUSION

Levetiracetam clearance in haemofiltration is similar to healthy adults with normal renal function. The
current recommendation to dose as in CKD Stage 3b is likely to result in sub-therapeutic drug concentrations
in a high number of patients. A twice daily dosing of 500 – 1,000 mg with an initial loading dose of 60mg/kg
should be considered in such patients alongside therapeutic drug monitoring.

MAIN TEXT

INTRODUCTION

Over the past decade, the use of levetiracetam in critical care settings both in the treatment and prevention
of various seizure disorders has significantly increased [1-2] . This increase is owed in large part to several
studies that have showed it to be a safe, broad-spectrum and highly effective anti-epileptic drug with minimal
drug interactions and a wide therapeutic index [3-5] . There is no official requirement for therapeutic drug
monitoring and, as such, no agreed target range for levetiracetam exists. However, a large scale dose-ranging
study conducted among epileptic patients identified a desired therapeutic target of 12 – 46 mcg/mL at trough
level[6] .

Levetiracetam is a small, hydrophilic molecule that is weakly bound to proteins (<10%) with linear kinetics
[5,7-9] . In a healthy adult, the total clearance of levetiracetam is approximately 4.03L/hr, the half-life is 6
– 8 hours and the volume of distribution is 0.5 – 0.7L/kg [10] . It is almost exclusively (>90%) excreted via
the kidneys and so dose adjustments are recommended in patients with impaired renal function[6,8,11,12]
. Even mild-to-moderate renal impairment has been shown to double plasma concentration and significantly
increase drug half-life [13] .

Renal impairment is common in critical care settings with around half of people admitted to intensive care
developing acute kidney injury[14-15] . Continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT) is used in severe
acute kidney injury to support renal function and minimise the risk of multi-organ failure and fluid overload.
Additionally, people with end-stage renal disease who require intermittent haemodialysis often benefit from
a temporary transition to continuous renal replacement therapy in the event of critical illness due to the
enhanced haemodynamic and metabolic control it provides. The introduction of renal replacement therapy
creates challenges for pharmacological management as pharmacokinetics are altered through both extrinsic
(e.g. filtration mode, filter type, flow rate) and intrinsic factors (e.g. residual renal function, fluid volume
status, protein binding). For medications that are renally excreted, such as levetiracetam, the effects on
clearance can be significant[16] .

Intermittent haemodialysis (IHD) has already been shown to eliminate 50% of levetiracetam within four
hours [13] . As a result, the current dosing recommendation for patients receiving IHD is a 750mg loading
dose followed by 500 – 1,000mg once daily dosing. However, in patients on CRRT the current recommended
dosing is 250 – 750mg twice daily without loading – equivalent to a patient with CKD Stage 3b[17] . While
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there have been a multitude of studies investigating the pharmacokinetics of levetiracetam in haemodialysis
to support the current dosing recommendation in IHD [18-21] , the evidence base for patients undergoing
CRRT remains limited. Indeed, the current dosing recommendations are based on three case reports alone.
In the last few years there has been a renewed focus on broadening the evidence base [22] .

In this systematic review, we evaluate the latest available evidence on the pharmacokinetics of levetiracetam
in critically ill patients undergoing CRRT. This review was performed in light of several case reports and
case studies suggesting that the clearance of levetiracetamin vivo may be significantly higher than previously
thought – raising the risk of sub-therapeusis in such patients[22-25] . We undertake a quality assessment
of the current evidence in addition to meta-analysis and computational modelling to understand the factors
that affect clearance and to simulate the effect of different dosing strategies on plasma concentration.

METHODS

DATA SOURCE AND SEARCHES

The protocol for this systematic review was developed using the PRISMA-P guideline and was registered on
PROSPERO (CRD42022300754). Our search strategy is available in Appendix 1 .

A literature search was conducted in EMBASE, MEDLINE, PubMed and Google Scholar from 2000 to 01
November 2022. The reference lists of selected articles were also checked to identify additional relevant
studies for inclusion. An independent search was performed by two authors with a third investigator to
resolve any discrepancies.

STUDY SELECTION

All case reports, cohort studies and randomised control trials were included and screened to assess eligibility
for inclusion.

A study was eligible for inclusion if it met the following criteria: (1) patients were treated with levetiracetam
(regardless of its formulation); (2) patients were undergoing CRRT via continuous veno-venous haemofil-
tration (CVVHF), continuous veno-venous haemodialysis (CVVHD) or continuous veno-venous haemodiafil-
tration (CVVHDF). Studies were excluded for the following reasons: (1) it was published in a non-English
language; (2) the study was a computational or model-based study not using human patient data; (3) there
were insufficient pharmacokinetic data; (4) review article with no additional new pharmacokinetic data.

DATA EXTRACTION AND QUALITY ASSESSMENT

Data were independently extracted from the included studies by two authors (J.S., S.A-M.) using a stan-
dardised database. Data extracted included: study design, patient demographics, reason for admission,
indications for levetiracetam and CRRT, residual renal function, dosing regimen, CRRT characteristics and
settings, and pharmacokinetic data. Any discrepancies on data extraction were arbitrated by a third inves-
tigator.

Our quality assessment was performed using a hybrid model that combined the Quality of Evidence (QoE)
and Acute Dialysis Quality Initiative (ADQI) scoring systems [26-28] . Each study was assessed indepen-
dently by two authors (J.S., S.A-M.) who allocated separate QoE and ADQI scores as per the protocol
detailed in Appendix 2 . To eliminate discrepancies in ADQI scores between authors, a mean ADQI score
was calculated for each study. Overall quality assessment scores were stratified into low, medium and high-
quality equivalents based on the average quality of evidence across the QoE and ADQI assessments. For
example, a study was ranked medium quality if it achieved a strong QoE score but a weak ADQI score. Any
disputes were arbitrated by a third investigator.

DATA SYNTHESIS AND SIMULATION OF DOSING SCENARIOS

Data were collated using Microsoft Excel. Our primary analysis was a mixed narrative and meta-analysis.
Descriptive analytics and multiple regression modelling were performed using IBM SPSS Statistics 28. In
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cases where specific values were not reported (e.g. ultrafiltration rate, filtration fraction, volume of distri-
bution) these were calculated using the available data and standard formulae where possible. Statistical
heterogeneity was not assessed as the Cochrane Q Test and I2 statistic are not applicable to our dependent
variable which is continuous rather than dichotomous.

Simulations were undertaken in R using tidyverse and linpk packages[29-31] . Individual patient level data
was used for elimination rate constant and volume of distribution. Elimination rate constant was taken
directly from published manuscripts or derived from other published pharmacokinetic parameters, where
available. Volume of distribution was not available for 8 patients (Chappell). Simulated patients (n=10,000)
were created from these values using the MASS package and assuming a multivariate log-normal distribution
of parameters [32] . For pharmacokinetic profiles, a one compartment model was assumed. Profiles were
simulated to 72-hours, on the assumption that steady state would be achieved by then and that this early
period of treatment was likely to be the most important in achieving therapeutic concentrations. We utilised
a target trough concentration range of 12 – 46 mcg/mL as this is the most widely used therapeutic index
[6, 25, 34, 38] .

RESULTS

Our search found a total of 58 articles (Fig. 1) . Of 54 articles reviewed in full text, seven fulfilled our
eligibility criteria for inclusion. Of the included studies, five were case reports[25,33-36] and two were
prospective pharmacokinetic studies[37-38] . In all studies except one (where clinical indication was not
recorded) patients were treated with levetiracetam either for known seizures or as prophylaxis (e.g. following
traumatic brain injury). In one study [37] four patients were treated with SLED and so were excluded from
our data extraction.

STUDY CHARACTERISTICS

The characteristics of our included studies are summarised inTable 1 . In most cases, patients were com-
menced on CRRT for acute kidney injury or known end-stage renal disease with multi-organ failure. 16 out
of 24 patients were treated with CVVHF with 8 other patients treated with CVVHDF. Two patients [25,34]
were receiving simultaneous extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO). In most patients (17 out of 24)
a 1,000mg twelve-hourly dose of levetiracetam was administered as intravenous bolus infusions. One patient
received enteral levetiracetam.

Sampling strategies across studies varied significantly. Pre-filter, post-filter and effluent samples were col-
lected in four studies while in three studies only plasma samples (either peak or trough levels) were taken. In
most studies, levetiracetam levels were not taken until steady state had been achieved. One compartmental
modelling for pharmacokinetic analysis was used in three studies [25, 34, 35] , while Kalaria et. al used a
non-compartmental approach.

The recommended delivered dose in CRRT varies but is considered to be between 20 – 35 ml/kg/hr. The
median delivered dose in these studies ranged from 26.7 – 37.1 ml/kg/hr with significant variation seen
in Chappell et al. and Kalaria et al. Blood flow rates ranged from 180 – 250 ml/min and were broadly
consistent across studies. The majority of patients were either anuric or oliguric (defined as urine output
<400ml in 24 hours) but it should be noted that these data were not collected by Chappell et al.

PHARMACOKINETIC DATA

Reported levetiracetam clearance from CRRT was between 1.80 – 2.98 L/h (Table 2 ). Where total clearance
was calculated, the clearance attributed to CRRT alone was between 52 – 73% (Mean 54.7%, S.D. 13.5).
Reported total clearance of levetiracetam was between 3.49 – 4.63L/hr (Mean 3.55, S.D. 0.52). Elimination
half-life varied significantly with a range of 5.66 – 12.88 hours and a mean 9.41 hours (S.D. 2.86, S.E. 0.60).
Volume of distribution ranged from 0.45 – 0.73 L/kg. In the majority of patients, peak and trough plasma
concentrations were within the therapeutic target range of 12 – 46 mcg/mL. The exception to this was in
Kalaria et al.’s study in which six patients demonstrated trough plasma concentrations below 12 mcg/mL
(1.93 – 9.94 mcg/mL).
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STRENGTH OF EVIDENCE

The outcome of our quality assessment is shown in Table 3 . In general, we determined that the strength
of evidence was overall of low quality. The level of information provided about CRRT techniques was
broadly inconsistent with few studies providing the level of information required to enable comprehensive
interrogation or meta-analysis of the data. In one study [38] , demographics were only provided at aggregate
level which prevented individualised pharmacokinetic analysis. Time spent on filter was only mentioned in
one study [34]and while it could be assumed that haemofiltration was continuous, it was clear that at least
some patients experienced filter clotting and pauses to treatment. The two prospective studies in our data
set[37, 38] were judged to be of higher quality predominantly due to the more robust and comprehensive
nature of their pharmacokinetic data.

MULTIPLE REGRESSION

Due to a limited base size and various missing data discussed above, it was not possible for us to perform
multiple regression analysis with any meaningfully significant results.

SIMULATION OF DOSING SCENARIOS

Figure 2 illustrates the proportion of patients who achieved our therapeutic target level (12 – 46 mcg/mL)
across a range of simulated dosing strategies. At a target level of 12 mcg/mL, 65% of simulated patients who
received a dose of 1,000 mg every 12 hours achieved target level in comparison to 53% of simulated patients
who received 750 mg and 34% of simulated patients who received 500mg.

Table 4 demonstrates the trough concentration profiles at these various simulated doses. At doses <750
mg the median trough concentration was below the target range, although some patients did achieve ther-
apeutic drug concentrations. The exception were patients who received 250 mg – all of whom had trough
concentrations below the target level. Even at higher doses ([?]750 mg) some patients still demonstrated
trough concentrations below the target level.

Our simulations evaluated levetiracetam concentrations in patients on CRRT receiving a range of doses over
a 72-hour period. In Figure 3 , patients received a standard loading dose of 60mg/kg as recommended for
treatment of neurological emergencies [39-40] . InFigure 4 , patients received a 750mg loading dose as
recommended for patients on IHD. In Figure 5 , patients received no loading dose.

As shown in Figure 3 , the standard loading dose achieved therapeutic drug concentrations within the
first 24 hours for almost all simulated patients. Conversely, a significant number of patients who received
a reduced (Fig. 4 ) or no loading dose (Fig. 5 ) experienced sub-therapeutic drug concentrations for an
extended period – with the majority of patients receiving 250 mg dosing spending the entire 72 hour below
target concentration. Only at higher doses (750mg, 1000mg) did median concentrations remain within our
target range at 72 hours.

DISCUSSION

Our results demonstrate that the clearance of levetiracetam in critically ill patients undergoing CRRT is
consistently demonstrated in the literature to be similar to that seen in healthy adult patients. Both mean
total clearance (3.55 L/hr) and elimination half-life (9.41 hrs) were broadly equivalent to that of healthy
adults (4.03 L/hr and 6 – 8 hrs respectively). The mean clearance attributable to CRRT was over 50%
confirming that CRRT is responsible for the majority of drug clearance. Moreover, it demonstrates that IHD
and CRRT have similar pharmacokinetic effects in terms of their ability to eliminate levetiracetam. Taken
together, these findings suggest that current dosing recommendations may pose a risk of sub-therapeutic
drug concentrations.

Our simulation data also raise several concerns over the current UK dosing recommendations in CRRT,
which advise a 250 – 750 mg twice daily regimen without an initial loading dose [17] . As demonstrated
in Fig. 5 , without a loading dose the majority of our simulated patients experienced sub-therapeutic
drug concentrations for up (and beyond) 72 hours. This effect was reduced to a limited extent with higher

6
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dosing regimens (750 – 1000 mg) but even at higher doses, drug concentrations remained sub-therapeutic for
the initial 24 hours of treatment. Even the addition of the loading dose recommended for patients on IHD
resulted in the same problem, with the majority of patients experiencing sub-therapeutic drug concentrations
up to 24 – 36 hours into treatment (Fig 4 ). The addition of a standard loading dose at 60mg/kg resolved
this problem and resulted in the immediate achievement of therapeutic drug concentrations (Fig. 3 ). A
significant proportion of patients at this loading dose, however, had trough concentrations over 80 mcg/mL
for the first 24 hours and may require additional monitoring for potential drug toxicity[41] .

Regular dosing at lower levels (250 – 500mg) was unlikely to achieve therapeutic levels by steady state (Fig.
3 – 5 ). Even with the addition of a loading dose, the median drug concentration for patients receiving these
doses remained below 12 mcg/mL at 72 hours. In contrast, at higher doses (750 – 1000mg) a significant
number of patients had therapeutic drug concentrations at steady. However, without a standard loading
dose of 60mg/kg the time to therapeutic levels (even at higher doses) was delayed by up to 36 hours.

From a pharmacokinetic perspective, these data suggest that current UK dosing recommendations in CRRT
are likely to result in extended periods of sub-therapeusis and suggests that patients undergoing CRRT
should be considered for a twice daily dosing of 500 – 1,000 mg in addition to an initial loading dose of
60mg/kg. A major limitation of this work is the lack of data on efficacy or the use of the target trough
concentration in the critically ill cohort. However, given the relatively low event rate of seizures, the relatively
low number of patients receiving the drug whilst also receiving renal replacement therapy and the number
patients receiving this drug for prophylaxis, it is highly unlikely in our view that a PK-PD trial will be
realised.

The specific extrinsic factors related to CRRT, such as effluent flow rate or dialysate rate, that influence
levetiracetam clearance remain unclear. Few studies investigated the haemofiltration characteristics that
influence clearance with the exception of Kalaria et al. Their analysis identified effluent flow rate and sieving
co-efficient as the main influences on clearance. Effluent rates in excess of 3.5L/h were also associated with
increased clearance and so higher doses may be required in these patients.

Similarly, further investigation into the intrinsic patient-specific factors that affect clearance is also required.
While mean clearance was consistent between studies, there was a wide variation in individual patient
clearance and plasma concentrations which are not easily explained by effluent rate and sieving co-efficient
alone. Six patients demonstrated trough drug concentrations below the therapeutic target level but a post-
hoc descriptive analysis (Appendix 3 ) found no obvious explanation. Three of these patients had significant
residual urine output (>300ml per day), while three others had high effluent rates. However, other patients
received similar doses at higher effluent rates or indeed had higher urine outputs without their plasma
concentrations falling outside of target levels. These data suggest that there is a high inter-person variability
of drug pharmacokinetics and determining optimum dosing strategies for individuals may require therapeutic
drug monitoring.

Finally, our systematic review illustrates that the availability of pharmacokinetic data on levetiracetam in
CRRT remains limited. Data are limited to a small number of case reports and two small prospective studies.
There is a lack of consistency between studies, both in terms of methodology and data reporting, that further
limits the overall evidence base at present. In this paper, we have introduced a novel quality assessment
method that utilises a combination of the QoE framework, which assesses the strength of pharmacokinetic
studies based on the quality of data and pharmacokinetic modelling provided, and the ADQI minimum
reporting criteria, which was developed to standardise comparisons between studies that reported on CRRT
techniques. Both methods have been used in similar systematic reviews in this way[42, 43] but never before
in combination. By combining these assessment methods, our quality assessment method allows for equal
consideration of both the pharmacokinetic and haemofiltration data. This enables an assessment of both the
quality of the data itself and the ability to perform meta-analysis.

Further study is required in order to understand the high inter-person variability in levetiracetam clearance
and the in vivo effects of different dosing strategies. Such data can be used to develop pharmacokinetic
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models that will enable clinicians to determine patient-specific dosing strategies. Future in vivo studies should
prioritise the collection of standardised data to facilitate meta-analysis and modelling. Our recommendation
is that this should include the ADQI minimum reporting criteria alongside the following: (1) IBW; (2) urine
output; (3) baseline bloods (albumin, creatinine, haematocrit, liver function); (4) dosing strategy; (5) a
sampling strategy that at a minimum includes pre-filter, post-filter and effluent levels; (6) information on
whether seizures were controlled or uncontrolled. Standardisation will enable more robust modelling than is
possible at present.

In addition to in vivo studies, experimental study using lab-based models that simulate critically ill patients
undergoing CRRT may be valuable. These studies, such as the latest ex-vivo in-vivo study by Kalaria et al.
[44] , would be useful in evaluating the effects on clearance of different CRRT parameters and levetiracetam
dosing without the potential risk of exposing patients to possible sub-therapeutic or toxic drug levels.

CONCLUSIONS

The available data on in vivo clearance of levetiracetam in critically ill patients undergoing CRRT does not
support dose reduction in these patients. Clearance is consistently demonstrated to be similar to healthy
adults with normal renal function. The current recommendation to dose as in CKD3b is likely to result
in sub-therapeutic drug concentrations in a high number of patients. A lack of consensus on a therapeutic
window for levetiracetam makes dosing recommendations challenging. However, given the similarities in
clearance between CRRT and IHD we would recommend considering a twice daily dosing of 500 – 1,000 mg
with an initial loading dose of 60mg/kg. Therapeutic drug monitoring should be used to guide dosing and
identify those at risk of toxicity.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1: SEARCH CRITERIA

Database: Embase <1996 to 2022 Week 02>

Search Strategy:

——————————————————————————–

1 (levetiracetam or keppra).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word,
candidate term word] (16748)

2 exp levetiracetam/ (11013)

3 1 or 2 (16748)

4 h#emodialysis.mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufac-
turer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate
term word] (17934)

5 h#emofiltration.mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufac-
turer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate
term word] (1190)

6 (continuous renal replacement or continuous renal replacement therapy or CRRT*).mp. [mp=title, ab-
stract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade
name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word] (9078)

7 (CVVH* or continuous veno#venous h#emofil*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name,
original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating
subheading word, candidate term word] (2716)
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8 exp hemofiltration/ (8133)

9 exp continuous hemofiltration/ (2655)

10 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 (34213)

11 dos*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device manufacturer, drug
manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word, candidate term word]
(2382020)

12 exp drug monitoring/ (40652)

13 (drug monitor* or TDM).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading word,
candidate term word] (47632)

14 (pharmaco* or PK or PKPD).mp. [mp=title, abstract, heading word, drug trade name, original title,
device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword heading word, floating subheading
word, candidate term word] (2643449)

15 exp pharmacokinetics/ (573589)

16 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 (4417124)

17 3 and 10 and 16 (58)

18 limit 17 to (english language and yr=”2000 -Current”) (58)

***************************

Database: Ovid MEDLINE(R) ALL <1946 to January 26, 2022>

Search Strategy:

——————————————————————————–

1 (levetiracetam or keppra).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading
word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms] (4712)

2 exp Levetiracetam/ (2478)

3 exp Renal Dialysis/ (120351)

4 (h#emodialysis or h#emofiltration).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept
word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier,
synonyms] (16684)

5 (continuous renal replacement or continuous renal replacement therapy or CRRT*).mp. [mp=title, ab-
stract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword
heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease
supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms] (3737)

6 (CVVH* or continuous veno#venous h#emofil*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary con-
cept word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier,
synonyms] (1306)

7 exp Hemofiltration/ (7015)

8 exp Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy/ (460)
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9 dos*.mp. (2974912)

10 (drug monitor* or TDM).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading
word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms] (31552)

11 (pharmaco* or PK or PKPD).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject
heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word,
protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms]
(3875851)

12 exp Pharmacokinetics/ (327036)

13 1 or 2 (4712)

14 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 (130778)

15 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 (5989859)

16 13 and 14 and 15 (21)

17 limit 16 to (english language and yr=”2000 -Current”) (20)

***************************

APPENDIX 2: Detailed framework of our hybrid Quality Assessment Method.

APPENDIX 3: Ad-hoc analysis of patients with sub-therapeutic drug concentrations.
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Hosted file

J Sweatman - A systematic review of levetiracetam pharmacokinetics in critically ill patients - Figures.pptx

available at https://authorea.com/users/643197/articles/656692-a-systematic-review-of-the-

effect-of-continuous-renal-replacement-therapy-on-levetiracetam-pharmacokinetics-in-

critically-ill-patients-do-recommended-doses-achieve-therapeutic-drug-concentrations

Hosted file

J Sweatman - A systematic review of levetiracetam pharmacokinetics in critically ill patients - Tables.pptx

available at https://authorea.com/users/643197/articles/656692-a-systematic-review-of-the-

effect-of-continuous-renal-replacement-therapy-on-levetiracetam-pharmacokinetics-in-

critically-ill-patients-do-recommended-doses-achieve-therapeutic-drug-concentrations
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